
Media Messages- Advertisement Assignment 

For this assignment, we will be looking through a variety of magazines in class to find 
various advertisements. PRINT THIS AND BRING TO CLASS!! 

PART ONE:  You are going to cut two advertisements that present either a 
stereotypical, negative, idealistic, or an unrealistic message. For example, an ad that 
shows extremely thin women in skimpy clothing. 
  
Paste these advertisements in your notebook and number them. For each of these two 
ads, write 2-3 sentences per question below. You do not need to re-write the question. 

Negative Ads #1 and #2 

1. Describe the scene in the advertisement. What is the product/ad for?  

2. How does the article make you feel about yourself? How do you think it makes others 
feel? Describe. 

3. Do the girls/guys in the ad look like everyday people? Do you or your friends ever 
feel pressured to look like the people in the ad? Why/why not? 

4. Are there any stereotypes in this ad? Are men or women in traditional gender roles 
Explain both. 

5. If you could redo the ad in any way, what would you do different? Explain. 

PART TWO: Now find two advertisements that promote positive images or statements. 
Also cut these out and paste in your notebook and number them.  For each of these two 
ads, write 2-3 sentences per question below. You do not need to re-write the question 
every time. 

 

Positive Ads #3 and #4 

1. Describe the scene in the advertisement. What is the product/ad for?  

2. In your opinion, what makes this advertisement positive? Why? 

3. Do you think this positive ad will sell the product just as well as a negative ads 
would? Why or why not? Is it because the negative ads get your attention?  

4. What do you like best about this ad? HOW does the ad make you feel? 

5. Compare this ad with a negative ad you found. What are the differences? 
Similarities? What is it that makes this ad successful?


