
COMM 250: Basic Digital Photography 
Department of Communication Arts  

Summer 2020 

“Gold there is, and rubies in abundance, but lips that speak knowledge are a rare jewel” Proverbs 20:15.  

INSTRUCTOR 
Luis C. Almeida, Ph. D. 

OFFICE LOCATION  
On-Line 

PHONE NUMBER 
601-791-0658


EMAIL ADDRESS 
lca120@gmail.com 

LOCATION AND MEETING TIME 
On-Line 

OFFICE HOURS 
On-Line, By appointment.  

TEXT 
Barbara London & Jim Stone,  A Short Course in Digital Photography fourth edition/ Prentice 
Hall Publishing Company.

UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT 
Lee University is a Christian institution which offers liberal arts and professional education on both the 
baccalaureate and master’s levels.  It seeks to provide education that integrates biblical truth as revealed 
in the Holy Scriptures with truth discovered through the study of arts and sciences and in the practice of 
various professions.  A personal commitment to Jesus Christ as Savior is the controlling perspective from 
which the educational enterprise is carried out.  The foundational purpose of all educational programs is 
to develop within the students knowledge, appreciation, understanding, ability and skills which will 
prepare them for responsible Christian living in a complex world. 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
An introduction to digital photography with emphasis on practical applications.     

Prerequisites: COMM-200 or TCOM-200 Credit Hours: 3 

I. PURPOSE 
The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to digital photographic practices and 



techniques. Emphasis will be given to the use of a digital camera, and the digital work flow of 
images.

II. OBJECTIVES OF COURSE 
A. General Learning Objectives 

1. Brief history of photography
1. Understanding human vision
2. Elements of the camera and lenses
3. Light, how it defines shapes and its use as a photographic tool
4. Digital images and digital work flow
5. Aesthetics of photography
6. Presentation of images

B. Specific Behavioral Objectives 
As a result of the activities and study in this course, the student should be able to:  

1. Discuss basic history of photography
2. Have an understanding human vision
3. Know how the camera works and how to control exposure 
4. Have a basic understanding of digital photographic techniques
5. Discuss and understand photographic images using the proper aesthetic and technical 

vocabulary

III. TOPICS TO BE COVERED  
A.  The invention of the camera and photography

1. The pin hole camera
2. Early pioneers in light sensitive chemistry  
3. Pioneers in photography

   B.  Human vision
C. The camera

1. Shutter speeds, Aperture settings, ISO, White balance
2. Digital camera menus 
3. Lenses

D. Digital processing of images
E. Exposure (18% gray)
F. Aesthetics and design principles

VI. INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES 
A. Reading assignments
B. Class lecture and discussion
C. Demonstrations

V. RESPONSIBILITY OF STUDENTS  
• Develop an attitude of professionalism and treat your work in this class as you would any other 

professional situation. 



• Attendance — In this class, attendance is highly recommended but is optional.  
• Deadlines -- Complete all assignments according to the syllabus. One letter grade will be deducted 

from assignments turned in up to three days from the deadline. Assignments submitted up to one 
week after the due date can be accepted by with a two letter reduction. After a week, submissions will 
not be allowed.  

• Electronic Submission of Work – Students are to submit their course assignments via email to 
lca120@gmail.com. 

• Submit original written work that meets the following guidelines (unless otherwise instructed): 
computer-generated (a.k.a. typed), single-sided, 8½” x 11” white paper, 1” margins, 12 point Times 
New Roman, double-spaced, stapled in the upper left-hand corner (if multiple pages), consistent 
application of APA style, and free of factual, grammatical, or spelling errors. Take advantage of the 
Writing Center as needed. 

• Family emergency.  Serious illness or death of an immediate family member are honored in this 
class. Documentation of this emergency must be provided in order for a student to be excused from 
class. Friends’ medical and emotional conditions are not considered family emergencies in this 
course.    

• Granting of incomplete grades. Incomplete or “I” grades are assigned only in extreme 
circumstances where a student is unable to complete a course assignment due to illness or other 
emergency. This is a faculty decision and students should not anticipate this as an option simply 
because they are unable to complete the course work on deadline. Students must be aware of that. 

VI. EVALUATION 

A. Evaluation Activities 
 Biographical Photographer of Choice Assignment ……..10 Points  
 Short Open Quizzes ………….………………………… 30 Points  
 Photo Assignments ……………………..….…………..  30 Points   
 Final Portfolio  ………………..………………………. 30 Points 
  
 TOTAL            100 Points  

B. Grading Scale 
 90-100 = A 
 86-89 = B+                   
 80-89  =  B 
 76-79 = C+ 
 70-75 = C  
 66-69 = D+ 
 60-65 = D 
 Below 60 = F 

 C. Description of Activities: 

 Biographical Photographer of Choice Assignment 
 Students will be expected to write a two page biographical paper on a photographer of choice. 

Students are to include the photographer’s name, place of origin, photography style, camera 
used, state if the work was done in digital or film and  and include a few his (or hers) photos in 
the document.   

 Short Open Quizzes  
 Students will be required to take six short open book quizzes about the book chapters in this 

course. The quizzes will be up to 12 questions in length.   

mailto:lca120@gmail.com


 Photo Assignments:    
 In this course, students will be asked to take photographs, edit the photos and submit them to 

the instructor via email. The will be four assignments in this course.   

 Final Portfolio  
 Students will be required to create a final portfolio by the end of this class. Students must 

provide his (or hers) top 10 photographs in a word document. 
   

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
Lee University in conjunction with the Academic Support Office works to ensure students with 
documented disabilities have access to educational opportunities. Students who need accommodations 
based on a disability should visit the Academic Support Office, call (423) 614-8181, or email 
academicsupport@leeuniversity.edu. It is the student’s responsibility to share the Accommodations Form 
with the instructor in order to initiate accommodations. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
As a Christian community of scholarship, we at Lee University are committed to the principles of truth 
and honesty in the academic endeavor.  As faculty and students in this Christian community, we are called 
to present our academic work as an honest reflection of our abilities; we do not need to defraud members 
of the community by presenting others’ work as our own.  Therefore, academic dishonesty is handled with 
serious consequences for two fundamental reasons: it is stealing – taking something that is not ours; it is 
also lying – pretending to be something it is not.  In a Christian community, such pretense is not only 
unnecessary, it is also harmful to the individual and community as a whole.  Cheating should have no 
place at a campus where Christ is King because God desires us to be truthful with each other concerning 
our academic abilities.  Only with a truthful presentation of our knowledge can there be an honest 
evaluation of our abilities.  To such integrity, we as a Christian academic community are called. 
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