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Claflin University DNA 
By: DanaJa Gore 
Claflin University was founded in 1869 in honor of Lee Claflin 
a Methodist missionary from Massachusetts whose mission 
was to provide a quality education to everyone. The following 
year, Alonzo Webster became the university’s first president 
later helping to create the South Carolina Agricultural and 
Mechanical Institute March of 1872. President Webster 
resigned from his post in 1874 but stayed on the Board of 
Trustees at Claflin until 1886. Rev. Dr. Edward Cooke assumed 
his duties as second president after Webster’s resignation. 

Under Cooke's presidency, Claflin enrolled over 300 students 
and the university started to gain notoriety for its curriculum. 
Due to an unplanned event, the burning down of old main, in 
1876, Claflin had to fundraise in order to compensate for its 
financial deficit. The new old main building opened two years, 
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Why Claflin 
University to Me?  

“I wanted to be able to go 
somewhere where I can be 
me and the best version of 
myself that I could be. No 
faking, just my creative self 
and not have to apologize for 
being that way. I wanted to 
be around people who could 
understand that as well. 
People who know my 
struggles, share my culture, 
and could relate to me. 
Claflin was that for me and 
still is to this day.”  
Jamia Bellamy. 

Classes During the 
COVID19 
Pandemic?  

“During this pandemic, 
people have been attending 
classes virtually. Some have 
been finding difficult to learn 
over the computer. I am the 
type of learner that learn best 
in person. Hopefully, classes 
come back person next 
Spring semester of 2021” 
Felicia Anthony. 
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along with the official announcement of extracurricular 
activities and increase in faculty and staff. In 1882 Nathaniel  

Middleton and William Bulkley were the first students to 
complete and receive their bachelor's degrees at the university. 

After President Cooke, Claflin would go on to have seven 
presidents, but in 1955, Claflin had no President. Claflin would 
had instead "The Interim Committee" which consisted of five 
faculty and staff members making the decisions for Claflin. In 
1956, Claflin announced its sixth president Dr. Hubert 
Manning who was a professor and a graduate of the university.  

Under President Manning, the university worked on 
reaccreditation with the Southern Association of Colleges and 
institutions. Claflin also enrolled over 700 students by 1966, a 
substantial increase from 300 back in the late 19th century. 
Two years later, on February 8 1968, the Orangeburg Massacre 
took place killings three South Carolina State Students and 
wounding six Claflin students, a tragedy never forgotten by our 
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Faculty Profile  

Dr. Luis C, Almeida is the New 
Associate Professor of Mass 
Communication at Claflin. He 
brings 15 years of experience in 
higher education.  Dr. Almeida 
prides himself in:  

• Helping Students Finding 
Jobs 

• Creating Practical Courses 

• Innovating Departments  

When asked what Dr. Almeida 
thinks of the COVID19 
pandemic, he stated.  

“The COVID19 has caused 
much pain in the lives of 
millions of Americans across 
the United States. Among 
African-American and Latino 
minorities, this pandemic has 
hit us pretty hard which makes 
me very sad. African 
Americans and Latinos die in a 
rate of 2.8x more than 
Caucasians. My God, what a 
year.  

The year 2021 was a difficult 
one for us all, I must add. What 
a tragedy for the people of the 
world. God bless Claflin U. 
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alumni.  

New buildings and a dormitory were built under President Manning’s leadership. In fact, a building 
was named after him for his contribution to the school. Dr. Hubert Manning served a total of 28 years 
as the President of Claflin University. After President Manning three more presidents would serve our 
institution including former President Henry Tisdale who served our school as President for 25 years, 
leading our university to new highest academically and on campus. President Dwaun. Warmack is the 
current President of Claflin University. Under his leadership, which started in 2019, many projects 
have been accomplished including a social justice center in downtown Orangeburg, placing the 
university in its highest rankings in its history as well as increasing in enrollment. President Warmack 
is committed to leading Claflin's faculty, staff, and students to the success they deserve. 

Why Did I Choose Claflin? 
By: Terry Benjamin 

I chose Claflin University because it was one of the few schools that accepted me during my senior 
year in high school. I knew I wanted to attend an HBCU for pursuing my college degree and Claflin 
fit the bull. From the beginning, I knew I would fit right in here because it was a small university and 
in close location to my home in Florence, South Carolina. What I didn’t know was how big of a fit 
Claflin ended up being for me.  

Claflin stood out to me 
because they wanted me to 
succeed up front. I could feel 
the vibe from the staff, I must 
add. In addition, the school 
gave me the resources I needed 
in order to be successful in 
college including funding. As a 
bonus, I came to learn that on 
Wednesdays, Claflin serves 
fried chicken and hosts 
meltdowns that display 
dancing from everyone and 
strolling from national 
sororities and  

fraternities such as the Deltas and Omega Psi Phi among many others. The loud music and big smiles 
that I saw during my college search made me want to be a part of this great college. Another major 
reason for me to choose Claflin was that Claflin let students get in the basketball and volleyball games 
for free took I found.  
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I love to watch sports and cheer for my school to win sports games especially free of charge!   

Now that I am a student, I can attest that the staff at Claflin is also a selling point. They are eager to 
help us transition from high school to campus smoothly. They are also there for any questions or 
concerns that we may have. Homecoming is also a big part of the social side of this college, and 
differently from other institutions, it does take place and is for real despite the many challenges 
presented by the COVID19 pandemic.  

Claflin felt like home to me then. It feels like home now — It’s where I belong. Claflin ended up 
being a great environment for my higher education pursuits. 

God and Claflin University  
By: Antonio King

Life is full of hard decisions that you must make. For me, this decision came when I was seeking a 
college to pursue my bachelors degree. I wanted to attend a college where I could create a firm 
foundation for the next step in my life. I found that foundation on the hilltop high at the illustrious 
Claflin University, one of the best HBCU’s in the country. 

The first time I stepped onto Claflin University, it felt like home. The atmosphere on campus was 
warm and embracive, an unforgettable environment of love that every student and faculty can feel. 
Claflin gave me the tranquility of being away from home that my heart was longing for. The irony 
was that Claflin was the last college that I applied for.  

At first, I wasn't sure what studying at Claflin would be like, I admit. I was homesick when I first 
arrived but God placed me on a path of adaptation with the goal of showing me that I had to learn and 
grown in order to fulfill His mission. God has His own time for every opportunity to unfold and 
manifest development in your life, I believe. This University has molded and prepared me to go out 
into the world, something that I feel should be shared with anyone who is planning to attend this 
university.  

Because I decided to come to Claflin, I am now a part of one of the greatest and Holy-ghost-filled 
Gospel choirs, the one and only D.R.E.A.M Gospel Choir. I joined the choir to gain a closer 
relationship with God and to find a family-oriented group. I found that and then some with 
D.R.E.A.M here at Claflin University.  

I have learned that Claflin University is a family. We all come from different states and backgrounds, 
but there is love and loyalty among us, I have experienced. We are the visionary leaders of the future. 
God has a plan for us all and Claflin was God's plan for me. This institution has a place in my heart, I 
am glad. God bless you all! Consider Claflin. 
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A Report on COVID-19, Classes and Claflin 
Students 
By: Truc Ngyen  

The Claflinites are “jamming” for the new Fall semester after a 
long break from the COVID-19 pandemic last year. It was a long, 
virtual semester that neither students nor faculty enjoyed, 
especially the Freshmen. This year, with the safety guideline from 
CDC and the high vaccination percentage, we welcomed a large 
number of students who will be staying on campus. There are still 
some minor problems regardless of our big comebacks, such as 
the unexpected overload speed Internet or the shortage of 
assistants in residential halls. Hopefully, the situation at Claflin 
will return to normal soon. 

Several students might find it “difficult” to balance between their 
classes and their personal activities during this time. Classes are 
mostly hybrid, limited communications happen through emails 
and Zoom meetings, and physical activities must involve “virtual” 
actions to those who stayed at home. It is overwhelmed for all of 
us. However, the campus has been actively working and reaching out 
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to students in order to maintain healthy mental health, and a safe sanitized campus. 

In addition, Claflin faculty have decided to divide a large group of students to take turns coming to 
class or staying online. Not only did this method help to keep the students practice distancing, but it 
also supports to those who have conflict works during class time. Some students might think that it 
was a great idea, meanwhile, some are not. A, a senior who is living in SRC West resident, has a 
comment for this rule. 

  “I feel like I did not spend as much time on classes as I thought because some classes 
still offer Zoom meetings instead of in-person meetings. It really affects my performance because I 
lived on campus, the school’s Wi-Fi has been acting up and I have a hard time catching up with the 
class. The IT even shut down some of our entertainment websites for maintenance, so I think staying 
on campus was not an ideal choice, at all.” A said. 

Another student, B, has some other thoughts. B is a presidential scholar in ACT Honors College who 
will be graduating in 2022. He received a dormitory at SRC North, but his experiences were not as 
bad. 

            “Maybe some people felt like living on campus this year was a disaster, but I do not think so. I 
had a lot of internship works last year and I can barely catch up with school assignments because of 
the time differences. Staying on campus, having virtual classes, but still have access to the 
community’s activities are probably my best option. My life has been hectic and busy, so I would 
rather relax and balance like this.” – B shared. 

While there are many opinions going around, Claflin has been working hard to provide students a 
great environment to enjoy while social distancing. The Communications department always keeps us 
up to date with news, opportunities, as well as activities that will be held at Claflin University in the 
future.  

Claflin University Trials 
By: Camryn Singleton 

I know firsthand how the Claflin experience has changed through the pandemic. I know of the true 
beauty and history the establishment holds, and I know of the negative aspects of the school that can 
be fixed.  

August of 2018 was hot, and the Freshman class of Claflin University was the biggest class the 
college had ever seen. I was more than excited to take part in all the excellence this historically black 
college had to offer.  

‘You are entering the university at one of the most exciting times in the history of the university. Be 
mindful of the ‘Claflin Confidence.’ That is something you can get here that you cannot get at any 
other place.’ said Claflin’s former president Henry N. Tisdale at the parting Ceremony for the class of 
2022  
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The first-year students were completely immersed in not only the history of the college, but the 
history of African-Americans, as well. I learned so much black history that I was never taught in 
grade school, and I was fired up. By the end of orientation week, my peers and I instilled with Claflin 
confidence. We believed we ourselves were nothing less than excellent.  

Fast forward to February of 2020 the COVID19 virus erupts and my spring break turns into a full year 
of lock down. My days of meeting new people and doing group activities were put on pause. Locked 
down and masked up was the new reality of not only my life but of the thousands of other college 
students living through it, as well.  

Many students were forced to face tough decisions. Should I take a semester off and wait until things 
get better? Should I quit school all together so I can help provide for my family more?  

Should I stick with my university through virtual learning until it all blows over?  

All these questions were asked not to mention the finances that were required to continue. Through 
choppy waters, some chose to stay the course. Whether virtual or in person, those who decided to 
make their education a top priority remained enrolled. Getting acclimated to the new normal was 
nothing easy for teachers and students alike. The classrooms were outfitted for virtual learning, which 
resulted in some technological challenges. Students had to navigate socializing through masks and 
social distancing, so different.   

Claflin University 7

Ad Credit: Jashad Sanders



1st edition October 26, 2021

Not everything is figured out yet, and when one feels like they are not getting the education they are 
paying for frustrations are bound to occur. Determination in times of uncertainty is the trait that 
creates excellence. Pressure makes diamonds, and the students, faculty, and staff of Claflin University 
have been facing immense amounts of pressure these last few semesters. But in the words of President 
Tisdale “Carry yourself at all times with dignity befitting a Claflin scholar. Be mindful that you too 
can lead. The world needs visionaries.”  

We shall see better days ahead.  

No Compromises at Claflin University  
By: Terry Benjamin

Since I first stepped foot on its campus, I 
knew I made the right decision to attend 
this great school. From the music that rang 
in my ears from different wireless speakers 
or cell phones,  to the loud and contagious 
various forms of laughter, fashions, styles, 
and personalities, I knew I needed to be a 
student at Claflin University then.   

I’ve seen different fraternity and sorority 
members moving in harmony showing 
great pride in what they do here on 
campus with so much energy. The smiles, 
waves and positivity, a safe space to be 
yourself. That was the atmosphere I 
yearned for, that is so Claflin!  

Because Claflin University is home, my 
second home. You will be treated like 
family in here.  

You can be who you are without reprimand but with encouragement.  

I’ve always been shy and felt like I had to conform to different societal norms such as the way I 
spoke, my dialect, the clothings that I wore, the way I acted, and so on. Here at Claflin, I can be who I 
really am. Coming to this school on my own has been difficult since my junior year in high school 
when I was preparing for taking the SAT and ACT tests. But now that I am here, blending in with my 
counterparts and peers, It has been a worthwhile journey.  
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My realization? I came to an university that made me a better version of myself. No faking just my 
creative self and not having to apologize for being the way I am. I have to admit that I wanted to be 
around people who shared my values in college. I’m glad that I found what I wanted here at Claflin.  

Students here know my struggles, share my culture and relate to me. Claflin was that for me when I 
came and is still to this day. I am now living the dream of being who I really am without compromise.   

Claflin During the COVID19 Pandemic 
By: Charlese Harrell

Being a Claflin university student during the pandemic was honestly a struggle. Having to adjust from 
taking classes in-person to attending classes via zoom technology on-line was a huge challenge for me 

many of my classmates. 
We were not used to 
having to be in front of a 
machine in order to learn 
college material.   

The pandemic for a 
number of students was 
almost like a fever 
dream. One day you 
close your eyes as a 
freshman and the next 
day you wake up as a 
junior with a year left of 
college left seeking to 
understand college life as 
you thought it was 
supposed to be. We were 
the fortunate ones… For 

most students, however, school was put on hold to help provide income for their families or take care 
of loved ones who unfortunately fell ill from the virus.  

The course workload was pretty heavy which caused some discontent among the student body in 
order to fill the void of not being present in school, it seemed. In addition to the course load change 
we experienced, the mask mandate was also another effect we feel from the COVID19 pandemic. I 
personally enjoyed the mask mandate and the social distancing rules that were put in place. However, 
a large number of students struggled with tis rule. It was the reality of our times.   
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Then, we had to get vaccinated. What a challenge! People were weary of how fast and what all went 
into the COVID19 vaccine making many Claflin students skeptical about being vaccinated which 
didn’t help us even a bit. Instead, it only complicated our case. I am happy that I got vaccinated 
because I was then able to go back to campus and meet my new and old professors and finally chat 
with my peers in-person again face-to-face.  

I must add that it makes a huge difference, at least to me, when we try to learn class content face-to-
face. I feel that the process of acquiring new course information is much earlier when done in person 
on campus.  COVID19 disrupted our college experience by the procedures that were put in place for 
us at least helped us with keeping our studies going. We are now able to continue to live, succeed, and 
thrive on campus for the rest of the school year. I am glad.  

Balancing Classes and Student Activities 
During the Pandemic  
By: Maurice Moore 

College can be a fun experience in a 
young adult’s life. At the same time, 
we must realize that being in 
college comes with a lot of 
responsibilities including 
completing our classes with 
distinction while balancing student 
activities simultaneously.  

One of the first signs of being a 
responsible adult is one’s ability to 
learn how to manage their time 
between fun and professional 
activities. When most people get to 
college, they often decide to join a  

lot of organizations, sports, and other extracurricular activities. Putting yourself out there is fun, and a 
part of college life. However, some students get distracted and lose focus by being so over committed. 

I was one of those students. I got caught up in the college lifestyle without paying much attention to 
the academic side of the deal because it was the first time I felt real freedom and was able to make my 
own decisions.  
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Pursuing a college degree was a chance I took to make a better life for myself and I had to remember 
why I came here in the first place. I am glad I realized what a privilege it is to be in a college like 
Claflin where second chances are given and a plan of recovery is available.  

For me, it was a new experience living in a college environment, having to study and get involved in 
student organizations at the same time but I am now doing it. It is possible and you do can do it, as 
well if you wish to. Don’t let distractions and over commitment to extra curricular activities shift you 
away to what you came here for. To get a college degree!    

In conclusion, being a college student can be extremely complicated and distracting if one decides to 
go about college too focus on student activities, only. It can knockdown even the “most likely to 
succeed” accoladed off their pivot.  

Nobody should come to college to pay for a fine education and just throw it all it all away because of 
their inability to balance school with fun. Let me repeat, it can be done!  

Because a student lost or forgot their purpose of being in school doesn’t mean that the former is to last 
forever. I grew up… I changed and your can, as well.  

My final say: Stay focused on your education and stay motivated to do your very best in and outside 
the classroom. Never forget your hopes and dreams for a better future after graduation.  

Dreams keep you alive.   
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Photojournalistic Work Done By Students 
During COVID19 (MCOM 260,360 FA21)  
By: Jaylen Langley, DanaJa Gore, Lance Reese, LaKeith Islar Jr, James Hall
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Portraits Done By Students During COVID19 
(MCOM 260,360 FA21) 
By: Maurice Moore, DanaJa Gore. Antonio King, Jaylen Langley
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What Are Your Three Reasons to Come To 
Claflin???   Are You excited About 
Homecoming? 
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Follow Our Channel — The Ask Project on Youtube! 

Follow Our Channel — The Ask Project on Youtube! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agH8FrlKEi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZEW5i1cM2Y
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Surprise Section! Scan Any of the QR codes to 
see what you find! Your Turn.  
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The Freedom of an HBCU: A tale about black 
women hair  
By: Jailah Robinson 

Growing up black in a predominantly white area, there 
was always the pressure to fit in. Our hair, body, and style 
had to conform to European standards. As a result, 
insecurities and hatred arose about the things that made us 
unique. Our hair was labeled as dreadful, and our bodies 
were considered ugly. There was no positivity in being a 
black girl. Unfortunately, the standards were so embedded 
in our community that the pressure to conform came from 
within it.  The reoccurring questions and comments from 
white and black people like “did you cut your hair,” “you 
look better with straight hair,” and “I didn’t recognize 
you” were yet another reminder that black girls were 
noticeably different.  
It was easy to grow tired of the wandering hands that pet 
your hair and the curious looks that lead to things that are 

better left unsaid or asked. A coping mechanism and line of 
defense for natural hair were to put your hair in protective styles. Braids, faux locs, wigs, etc., were 
armor that protected you and your hair from unwanted remarks. These styles became a crutch for 
some because without it they would falter.  

At an HBCU, black is beautiful. It is celebrated and uplifted. There is comfort in embracing the things 
about yourself that once caused pain. Your natural hair is encouraged to come out from under its 
armor and flourish. Even if you feel like your hair is too much to maintain on campus, there is always 
someone willing to do your hair for you and help you with it. Attending an HBCU is like living in a 
community hair salon and barbershop. Your hair is free to be itself. And so are you.  

This is what my HBCU did for me. It encouraged me to be confident in my hair. I dreaded for years 
wearing my hair out. I hated it to the point where I would have a breakdown if I had to go in public 
without braids or faux locs. As part of my natural hair and HBCU journey have started to loc my hair. 
I am currently a year and two months loc’d and am happily wearing my hair out. It was a big step for 
me to take and I do not regret it. 
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Let’s Reflect During COVID19: Claflin 
University Students, Is Life Going To Ever Be 
The Same Now That We Have COVID19?  
By: MCOM 260/360 Practicum Class Students

Tamara Crawford: I don’t think that life will 
ever be the same after COVID19. COVID19 
changed a lot of people’s lives and changed the 
world forever, especially for us college students. I 
know a lot of my peers had to get full-time jobs 
sooner than they expected to. For college students, 
our campus life will never be the same. 

Student Name: Television will never die, even 
though there is new media and streaming there is still 
a space for television. people rely on TV because 
there's just somethings you can't get on the internet. 
Cable television seems to complete a family home it 
brings people together to watch family classic you 

can never get rid of. 

Student Name:: I think television will die because there are so many streaming media sources and a lot of 
those media sources pretty much have everything you could ever want to watch. The only thing people will 
need a TV for in this day and age is to hook up their Roku or Firestick. Even with that people, we still don't 
need a TV because Netflix and Hulu are as simple as downloading the app on your phone. 

Student Name: Even with how fast technology is developing, I believe they will always keep the concept of 
television. Everyone has smartphones or tablets to watch their favorite TV show, movie, or news channel but 
just because I say everyone has a smartphone or tablet, they don't. People will continue to use their 
television along with other technological advancements. it brings people together.  

Student Name: Yes in my eyes television will die soon. There are so many different ways to watch movies 
and your favorite series. It will be obsolete to pay for cables a few years. You could pay for a streaming 
service and get more of the things you like to watch than if you pay for regular cable.  

Student Name: I don’t think Television will die anytime soon. Most people still watch Television instead of 
using streaming services. Lots of older people and younger kids still enjoy Television so I think it’s going to 
be around for more years to come.  

Claflin University 19

Photo Credit: DanaJa Gore



1st edition October 26, 2021

Tell us a little bit about Claflin to us? 
By: MCOM 260/360 Practicum Class Students 

Felicia Anthony: Claflin has become very family oriented 
for me. I cannot begin to express how grateful l am to be a 
part of this university. Claflin came into my life around the 
time that I did not know where to turn.  

Jordan Wright: Claflin is the best HBCU I had attended.   

Diana Brown: I believe that Claflin University not only gave 
me the tools to be successful in my career but also the 
endurance to deal with any hardship in life. 

Tamara Crawford: I attend the illustrious Claflin University 
in Orangeburg South Carolina. The first founded HBCU in 
the state in 1869. I plan to use what I’m doing now in my job 
in the future.   

Student Name: If I were in charged of a committee to create a 
more just police force, I would first make the hours necessary to 
become an officer longer as well as the education requirement 
higher. All hires of the department would have to pursue a 
masters in criminal justice. In addition, all officers must attend a 
conflict resolution seminar to better help prevent the 
unnecessary killing officers have done over the past few years. 
Background checks will be more strict and due to the 
reoccurring situations involving racial profiling and police 
brutality, I would plan on hiring more black officers. Lastly, officers will 
be placed in areas where they grew up and in areas with people that look like them and they can relate to. 

Don’t forget to like, 
subscribe and share 
our content on 
YouTube —  The Ask 
Project,” a faculty 
initiative, student 
driven production 
about answering 
Claflin and Life’s most 
interesting questions. 
Thumbs up! 

Dr. A and Students 
appreciate your efforts.  
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