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WHO AM I?
• Dr. Luis C. Almeida

• Systemic Thinker

• Professional Photographer

• Technology Critic

• TEDx;  VOA; O Globo; Radio 
CBN; Indiana Gazette…

• Area of Research: Side Effects 
of Technology in Society.  





Our Vision

In this course, students will explore the complex relationship 
between media and society and how media communicate, influence 
and create meaning in the 21st century. Students will critically 
construct and deconstruct messages and will be empowered to 
develop competencies including the ability to access, analyze, 
evaluate and communicate information in a wide variety of 
platforms. Students will also develop competency in the 
increasingly sophisticated information and entertaining media 
global society that address us on a multi-sensory level today. 



BOOK
Media Literacy

Potter 8th Edition



COURSE OBJECTIVES
 1. Explain how media shapes culture and society    

 2. Evaluate media messages based on experiences and beliefs   

 3. Create and distribute media messages with social media tools   

 4. Analyze complex messages presented in a wide variety of media forms   

 5. Critique the impacts of modern technology in the global community   

 6. Identify media side effects as they relate to life in the 21st century   





Instructional Strategies
Students in MC 250 shall receive instruction containing visuals, humor, with 
pre-planned instructor’s movement in the classroom. In addition, students 
shall also receive instruction through storytelling and complemented 
through technology, more specifically through video clips, feedback given 
through Content Management System (CMS), and video games. 



Student Activities

“This course will consist of power points, discussions, 
weekly assignments, and examinations.”  



Grading Scale

90% - 100% = A  
80% - 89% = B 
70% - 79% = C 
60% - 69% = D  
<60% = F 



METHOD OF EVALUATION
1. Participation (10%) – Students will be expected to participate in this course.      

2. Critical Thinking Assignments (30%) – In this class, students will be asked to complete ten critical thinking assignments     
relating to the contents of the book and the recommendations of your instructor, as it relates to media literacy. Each assignment 
will be worth 3% of your grade totaling 30%. Each assignment MUST be edited prior to submission.  

3. No Smartphone For A Week Project (10%) — Students in this course are to work in groups of three and prepare a     
presentation to the class about “how it felt” to live life without a smartphone for a week. A minimum of fifteen presentation 
slides is required, along with the collective summary of the groups’s experiences to be posted in a blog.  

4. Pros and Cons of Technology Paper (25%) —Students will be required to write a positional paper about the pros and cons of     
technology in society, based on the contents of this class and demonstrate in practice through writing their mastery of course 
content. Students are to construct and defend a particular position.  

5. Final Examination (25%) — Students will be required to take a final examination in this course relating to the terminology,     
concepts, and techniques presented in this course. The final examination will be a cumulative collection of all quiz questions 
previously presented in the course, making it cumulative. The exam is closed book.  



CLASS ATTENDANCE
Class attendance is  mandatory.  Students are permitted a maximum of two (2)  unexcused 

class absences. A third unexcused class absence and each subsequent unexcused absence 
will result in the loss of one-half of a letter grade (5 percent) from the student's final 
grade in this course. If students miss 30 minutes or more of a class session, students will 
be considered absent for the day. Documentation for absences for which a student wants 
to be excused must be presented to the instructor on the first day the student returns to 
class after the absence. 

If students have perfect attendance, e.g., students are never late for or absent from 
class for any reason excused or unexcused, students will receive a five percent (5%) 
bonus to his/ her final grade at the end of the semester. 



CLASS ATTENDANCE #2
Excused absences will be granted only for the following circumstances: 

1) Illness that prevents class attendance. The student must have documentation from the health 

center or another physician that indicates the student cannot or should not attend class. Health center 
documentation is not acceptable unless is indicates the student is unable to attend class. Schedule your 
routine medical appointments at times that do not conflict with class time. 

 2)  Family emergency. Serious illness or death of an immediate family member. Documentation of this   
emergency must be provided.  

 3)  Participation in a university sponsored activity. Permission for an excused absence must be obtained in   
advance of the activity and the student must have a letter from the faculty sponsor indicating the 
student’s involvement in the activity.  

   4) Activity conflict. Assignments due during a time that a student is participating in a student activity must 
be handed in to the instructor prior to departure or immediately upon the student’s return, with the 
instructor’s permission. Assignments due during a time when a student is excused for other reasons will be 
due at the beginning of the second class following the student’s return, unless other arrangements are made 
with the instructor. 



ANY QUESTIONS?


