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Claflin’s Women Basketball 
Team Appoints New Coach 
By: Christopher Evans

Claflin University has been seeking to fill a new permanent 

basketball coach since the middle of last year's season after the 

departure of Revonda Whitley. Terrence Jenkins is the new 

Head Women’s Basketball coach as of March 30.  

Claflin University is proud to present Terrence “Coach Tee” 

Jenkins as the new Women’s Basketball Head Coach to lead 

the Lady Panthers to many conference tiles to come.  

Coach Tee served Claflin in the capacity of assistant coach for 

the Men’s Basketball Team for a number of years with great 

success. Jenkins is a veteran in Claflin Athletics. He has been 

with Claflin for 14 years and plans to stay for many more years  

Claflin University 1

Smith Vs. Rock 

“I think Will Smith getting 

suspended 10 years from the 

Oscars is a little excessive. I 

believe that a 2-3 year 

suspension would be enough. 

Will Smith will ultimately 

receive the consequences for 

his actions. I feel like the 

slapping Chris Rock in front 

of all those people watching 

was very disrespectful. Also, 

I see the other side too 

because Chris Rock or 

anybody else does not know 

what it is like to see your 

wife in pain every day.” 

Jamia Bellamy. 

New Student Center 

“I plan to utilize the new 

student center by going to 

the movie theater often. I 

love the cinema, and one of 

my favorite past times is 

going to the movies. I love 

that Claflin University is 

giving students and the 

community a center with a 

movie theater, which 

Orangeburg is in need.” 
Cheyanne Chambers
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Students’ Projects from Dr A’s Classes — SPRING 2022 
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to come as a staff member in the Claflin University athletics 

department. Jenkins has played a vital role in the turnaround of 

the Panther program, which has given him much recognition 

for this fate. He was an assistant coach to Dr. Rick Jackson 

who led the Panthers for many season while serving as the 

Head Coach of the Men’s basketball team.  

He knows what it takes to lead an intercollegiate basketball 

program. Coach Tee has been serving as the interim women’s 

basketball coach since the middle of this year's season.  

His leadership has helped the program to do a 180 degree shift. 

As a consequence, the Lady Panthers basketball team began to 

win a number of games and player development seem to be 

increasing at a faster rate. Under Coach Tee’s leadership, the 

Lady Panthers Women’s basketball team is more prepared to 

have a successful basketball season. Let’s Go Panthers!
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Faculty Profile  

Dr. Luis C, Almeida is the New 

Associate Professor of Mass 

Communication at Claflin. He 

brings 15 years of experience in 

higher education.  Dr. Almeida 

prides himself in:  

• Helping Students Finding 

Jobs 

• Creating Practical Courses 

• Innovating Departments  

When asked what Dr. Almeida 

thinks of Claflin students, he 

stated.  

“Claflin kids are absolutely 

amazing, creative, hard 

working and fun students to 

work with. As a college 

professor, I can’t thank God 

enough for brining me to this 

illustrious institution to have 

the privilege to assist our kids 

to be their very best. I’m proud 

of them all and they know it for 

sure!  

The year 2022 have been better 

than 2021, I must add. We are 

bouncing from COVID-19 

everyone! God bless Claflin U. 
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The Voices Heard All Around! 
By: Zynea Williams 

Claflin University’s Concert Choir (CUCC )has been flourishing and growing in the right direction 

under their new director, Dr. Charlie Toomer. The choir has been traveling outside of Orangeburg, 

South Carolina and impacting everyone they encounter. CUCC went on their first tour early March to 

recruit at various high schools in 

Florida. This tour has been the 

first one since the pandemic 

began in 2020. The CUCC also 

traveled to Georgetown, South 

Carolina at the end of March for 

their first concert of the year at 

the Winyah Auditorium. Toomer 

centers in on the impact of 

traveling and the value of 

changing people's hearts 

through music.  

"The only direction the choir 

can go is up,” states Dr. McGee, 

Dean of Humanities and Social 

Science and head of the Music 

Department. “Dr. Toomer is the right man for the job. There is much more to a choir than just singing 

notes and rhythms. The students must keep in mind crucial things such as dynamics, diction, and tone. 

With the help of Dr. Toomer, I'm more than sure that the students will produce and exceed 

expectations.”  

Dr. Toomer began his reign as the new choir director Fall 2021 succeeding Dr. Dungee. Toomer states 

that, “It was not an easy task, adjusting to my new choir. They each have unique, exemplary voices, as 

well as personalities. However, getting everyone's voice to blend was a tough challenge. Singing 

through masks was also a very tough challenge, so I took it upon myself to purchase singers masks for 

the choir. This addition made it easier, but we also had to stress our diction and enunciate more 

because we were still singing in masks.” Toomer works aside the department accompanist, Mrs. Helen 

Meacham, daily and they had to adjust to each other's teachings and methods as well as the students. 

“I always say that Mrs. Meacham is the reason I am here at Claflin,” Toomer stresses.” He states, 

“She has been here longer than me, so it was inevitable for me to learn from her to grow the 

ensemble, and myself as a choir director.”  

Department accompanist, Mrs. Helen Meacham, has been with Claflin University’s music department 

for a little over a decade. “I see prevalent growth in the choir here,” Meacham states. “Dr. Toomer has 

surely aided in the success of these students as well as the department in just a few months. He does 

everything in his power to make sure that the students are taken care of and confident in their 
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singing.” Meacham emphasizes that the concert choir has been bringing the department funds. 

“Georgetown so kindly donated $5000 to CUCC and invited us back to perform again,” adds 

Meacham.  

Claflin University Concert Choir is currently traveling back to Florida to sing in a collaboration 

ensemble with Bethune-Cookman University. The performance will be professionally recorded. 

CUCC is known to represent Claflin University extremely well and HBCUs all over the county. The 

performance will be yet another step on the right path led by Dr. Toomer.  

New Orientation Leaders Selected at Claflin 
By: Lazarus McCray 

After a highly competitive process conducted by the Freshmen College, Claflin University officials 

selected its new Orientation Leaders (OL) to welcome the incoming class of 2026 by majority vote. 

Training for Orientation Leaders is expected to start on Friday, March 25th at the JTK building at 5:00 

p.m.  

Mrs. Cynthia Duncan Joseph, director of the Freshmen College, had a lot to say regarding the newly 

appointed OLs. “I am overly excited for this group of Orientation Leaders. I have a feeling that this 

group will be the best batch of OLs 

we have had in a while. Although 

they are mainly rising sophomores, 

the energy of this group is already 

unmatched and it seems as if they 

have the will to get things done.” 

She went on to state how the group 

is equipped with multiple students 

who already hold leadership 

positions within their respectful 

classes. With Claflin expecting over 

500 incoming freshmen, the 

officials in Freshmen College 

selected approximately 50 Orientation Leaders, twice the size of last year’s group. As stated before, 

the group mainly consists of rising sophomores but also has some returning OLs who will be rising 

juniors.   

With the conclusion of the class of 2025’s freshman year coming up, they were asked to share 

information about their orientation experience which helped officials make their decisions on which 

former OLs to bring back, as well as how to plan next year’s orientation. A survey was sent to all 

freshmen asking questions such as “What was your most memorable moment of orientation?” There 

were also questions regarding their experiences with their Orientation Leaders. Cynthia Duncan 

Joseph said that these results will go a long way into deciding the future. “We value our students and 
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their opinions because at the end of the day, they pay to come here to receive a great education while 

receiving the best college experience possible.” Claflin is ranked the #10 Historically Black College 

and University (HBCU) in the country according to USNews.com. It is prevalent that they do what 

they can to keep the standards high. We interviewed Jaquan Williams, one of the newly selected OLs, 

and asked him what being selected meant to him and how he would keep the legacy going. He 

responded by saying, “ I am overly excited about being picked. I felt my interview went well and that 

was a key factor in their decision. It means a lot to be selected. My OLs were wonderful to me so I am 

eager to reciprocate that energy with the next group of freshmen that comes through.” Leadership 

training is expected to last throughout the remainder of the year and throughout the summer. 

Bomb Threat at Claflin University  
By: Cheyanne Chambers  

On February 16, 2022, Claflin University was struck down in a lockdown from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
university went on lockdown as a response to a bomb threat. This affected Claflin students, faculty, staff, 
and parents in campus. It also affected classes, respective lunch/dinner times for students, and athletic 
events.

Students were made aware of the bomb threat around 9:45 a.m. via social media and after a general mass 
email that was sent to Claflin’s email system. All students, faculty, and staff were asked to immediately 
evacuate all academic and administrative buildings and facilities. Residential students were asked to 
return to their dorms immediately and were told that more information would be forthcoming. 
Residential students were also given a list of things to do:  

• Immediately go to your room.   

• Remain in your room with your doors locked until the “all clear” has been given. 

• Check your residence hall group chats for specific information from staff.  

• Classes will be virtual for the remainder of the day.  

• Staff will be in contact about meals.” 
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Non-residential students, faculty, and staff were asked to safely exit the campus right away and to work 
remotely from home.  

In addition to classes, the bomb threat disrupted another huge aspect of campus life, lunch. Students 
were not allowed to leave their dorm until 4 p.m., stopping any possibility for students to get lunch. 
Lunch is from 11:30a.m. to 1:30 p.m. It was fried chicken Wednesday, a tradition at Claflin. Students were 
upset about not being able to eat, along with not having communication with the staff in-charge to 
address those concerns. 

After the bomb threat was dissipated, students, faculty, and staff reflected on the actions taken that day in 
social media. It is safe to say that this is a learning process, that needs to be revised but the authorities did 
follow Claflin’s recent Bomb Threat Training. Students did come up with suggestions that would help 
avoid campus panic in future emergency events. Students suggested that each residential hall should have 
food areas that have meals to-go, especially when a threat occurs. This way, students don’t have to leave 
their designated “safe” area in order to eat and complete homework in a safe environment.

New Policies Set for SAB Candidates at Claflin 
University  
By: Kofi Springs 

On March 3, 2022, the Claflin University student body was struck by a brand-new policy for its 

2022-2023 academic year’s election. It has a tremendous impact on some candidates’ plans and 

strategies for their campaign. Candidates thought they couldn’t campaign but soon realized they 

could! The reason is because the Student Activities Board (SAB) would no longer be under The 

Student Government Association’s jurisdiction. The former means they would now have their own 

constitution and their own rules and therefore they won’t be bound by SAB regulations.   

Students were made aware of the new policies and adjustments at the 2022-2023 SGA and SAB 

election informational meeting on March 3, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. in Minster Hall. During the election 

informational session, the current SAB President, Zhariah Walker, went over all the new adjustments 

over a powerpoint. The new policies and adjustments are listed below.  

- Students cannot campaign  

- An Application must be submitted 

- An interview will be required for candidacy 

- There will be only 2 SAB Representatives  

- And more. 

Students must have more than 30 credit hours to run for an executive board position on the student 

activities board.  
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These changes were quite significant for 

me and I had to adjust. In this year’s 

election, I had plans to go big and bold 

with my own campaign. It ended up being 

very overwhelming for me because I am 

not good with interviews. I was planning 

to run for an executive board member 

position, actually. It threw me off my 

course. I had to evaluate my options and 

really study and prepare for this interview. 

Not everyone is an extrovert or is trained 

with interviews.  

The new rules also took away the popular 

vote which I am for it. Students before 

could win the election just because they 

were popular but many didn’t run for 

positions they weren’t prepared for. The 

system self-corrected itself because of the 

former. I’m afraid that the new system 

will block the students around campus who 

actually want to make a difference and do the work.  

I think that most people are satisfied with the decisions that the current president decided to make. 

Zhariah Walker stated “I want whoever walking in my position to have it much easier than I had. I had 

to select 90% of my cabinet last year and that is not a good feeling”  

The truth? I have reservations about these changes. 
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New Student Building on campus: Students 
Appreciate  
By: Angel Mack

Claflin University is building a new 23-

million-dollar student center at the corner 

of Magnolia and Goff Street on campus. 

The project was funded by private sources 

and the construction is expected to be 

completed by the early spring semester of 

2023.  

The reason why the building is being built 

on campus is because students need more 

options and activities to do on campus. As 

Allen Frazier, Orangeburg resident once 

said, “When you don’t have the stuff to 

keep minds active, and things a bay, that’s 

when a lot of trends start happening.“ 

Compared to other schools in the same academic rank as ours, we really do not have that many 

amenities. The student center we have now only offers us the choice of buying Pizza Hut meals or 

Starbucks. These aren’t enough options to make students happy on campus, I shall say. Students feel 

they need more interaction, more things to do, while living on campus.  

Students want more food options to choose from in the student center. Our current students center 

doesn’t have much student presence especially in the game room, partly because of limited food and 

activities offerings.  Students don’t want to play pool only and the alternative is as boring.  

It’s time for a change! I’m excited that we are going to witness the construction of this much needed 

building on campus.  

Dr. Hudson, Associate Vice President for Fiscal Affairs, stated, “This new student center will have 

three levels. On the first floor and through the doors of the covered drop-off, you enter the food 

court.” We shall have four different eateries in the student center which will be accessible to students 

and the community. The purpose of this is to centralize student services in one location. This includes 

a bookstore, university pantry, and hair care center. The first floor will provide entertainment. One of 

the major components of the new center is the auditorium/movie theatre.” I love it! 

We are extremely excited about this new building on campus because at the moment, there are no 

movie theaters in Orangeburg. The movie theatre will be available to both the students and the local 

community, which is a big bonus in my view. Students will be able to rent space to watch movies or 

host events. The second floor will be used for student services which will include student activities, 
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residential life, student government, an online student resource center, and the paw print center. 

Lastly, on the third floor, there will be a large ballroom, arcade, and E-sports room. There is no other 

venue in Orangeburg country that can do all of that in one location. 

“We really appreciate the vision of just knowing that we will have something so attractive on our 

campus,” said Keitt, a 1970 Claflin alumni. I agree with him! The student body loves attractiveness 

and innovation.  

President Warmack also made his remarks. “I’m extremely excited. God is faithful. We’re not taking 

for granted the favor that God has had. During this time, we have a lot of colleges, universities, and 

businesses that are closing, but we’re still in growth mode.” 

I’m so glad to be a part of this university.  

Celebrity Realities beyond Claflin University  
By: Angel Lumar 

Megan Thee Stallion is currently fighting for more than just her reputation with her upcoming trial 

against rapper Tory Lanez. In this trial, she’s fighting for her career and credibility. If this trial doesn't 

go her way, it would cost more than her lyrical 

street credibility.  

Two years back, after a pool party at Kylie 

Jenner’s house, Megan claimed that she was 

shot in the foot by rapper & RnB singer Tory 

Lanez after a pool party during a heated 

discussion with their mutual friend, Kelly. 

Daystar Peterson, Lanez’s actual birth name, 

was arrested on charges relating to the 

possession of a concealed weapon in a vehicle. 

Tory Lanez was not arrested for shooting Megan 

and was released on $35,000 bail. LAPD had a 

hard time getting stories from witnesses as the 

night seemed really blurry for all parties 

involved. Early reports even stated that Megan’s 

injuries resulted from stepping on broken glass not a gunshot wound in her foot from an upset Lanez, 

it was suggested.  

Since then, the media has been in good favor for Megan, glorifying and glamorizing her small role in 

the industry. Although most stories remain in her favor, some seem to contradict her status quo.  Have 

been argued that this episode is more like a PR stunts than anything else.  
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Why is Fashion so Important to Claflinites  
By: ZaBrion Moser

Fashion design is the ability to pair style and art with fashion 

and clothing. Fashion designers work hard to designing pieces 

of clothing and embellishments for public consumption. Some 

are produced alone. Others are produced by consortium. 

Nonetheless, great designers attempt to satisfy customer needs 

for their stunningly designed clothing. Considering the time 

needed to bring a piece of clothing onto the market, they ought 

to every so often imagine changing client tastes. Fashion is 

continually seen as an indispensable piece of our life, here at 

Claflin.  

A long time ago, fashion was seen as the proprietor for the 

playboy type everyday partiers. As time and people have 

changed, the meaning of fashion design and its perspectives 

have changed, as well. 

Fashion is a word, a statement that everyone sees it. In this day and time, individuals and societies are 

recognized by the fashion they wear, everything being equal. Take for example the case of India, a country 

of various cultures and customs and also 

recognized for its unique clothing 

patterns. Many look at them for 

inspiration! 

Fashion designers attempt to fulfill the 

craving shockingly from multiple 

establishments, cultures and styles. 

Fashion varies and evolves, of course. It 

starts with one person’s idea, then it is 

followed by others like a snowball.

Definitions of how fashion is defined varies. Go figure! 

For many, fashion is the latest example in attire, embellishments, or footwear. For others, it very well may 

be the newest food, lifestyle, hat, etc. Regardless, it’s my opinion that people should be aware of fashion 

trends and be informed about it from fashion magazines and mainstream media. The significance of 
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fashion designing is fundamental in our lives as it can impact the way we feel, especially if we are dressed 

in the latest style. People pay attention to fashionable people, that’s a fact. 

Fashion turns out to be imperative if you are a working lady or a man. A taste of fashion gives 

professionals a tasteful look. Fashion is essential in our life, I repeat. We live in the age of social media 

where fashion is everywhere. We might as well be adept to it! The good news is that shopping fashionable 

products is easier than ever so don’t wait to be more fashionable yourself today. Take a stance and make 

your statement. 

Photos Work Done By Students  
By: Brandon Pope, James hall, Angel Lunar, and Trinity Fierce. 
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“These photos were taken during the Spring semester of 2022 as assignment for courses like MCOM 205, 
MCOM 220 and MCOm 305. The idea behind empowering students to engaging photojournalistic endeavors is to 
enable them to be creative and produce much needed content for media productions and artifacts.”

I’m Proud of them all. Dr. A 
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Interactive Media Done by Students 
By: Lazarus McCray, Malik Nelson, Malcom Gamble, Phillip Campbell, Angel Lumar, Tionna Springs. 

Sample Projects: Radio PSAs, Videos Productions, Podcasts, Slideshows…  
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Why you should come study with us 
By: Phillip Campbell

Claflin University, a top 10 ranked HBCU nationwide, is one of the colleges that you should consider 

applying to while in high school or join as a transfer student. 

Our University was founded in 1869 by 

Alonzo Webster a Vermont minister who 

unfortunately passed away in 1887. Claflin 

University has had a total of nine presidents in 

its history with President Dr. Dwan J. 

Warmack being our current leader since 2019. 

Our college is located just beside South 

Carolina State University (SC State) a public 

university, once a part of our own institution. 

Due to our history, SC State students interact 

with us regularly and attend our events. 

Claflin is not that big of a campus which 

makes it very easy for students to interact 

with each other if they choose to. When it 

comes to events and activities, a popular one 

on campus is homecoming week. It does not 

matter if it is Claflin’s or South Carolina 

State’s homecoming. 

When the event occurs, students of both 

campus have fun in both homecoming events partying all week. Fraternities and sororities participate 

in these events by showcasing their steps, having a good time all week. Homecoming is almost 

everyone’s favorite week here at Claflin. The food is especially fantastic during homecoming week, 

by the way.  

Education is a priority at Claflin University. Teachers will go out their way time and time over to see 

students’ succeed. Our professors help you find your life path, assist you with internships, and even 

help you with finding scholarships. Students loom out for other students if they need help because 

many kids here share the same difficulties that others have.  

Claflin University is a very friendly campus, particularly for African-Americans. Students should 

definitely think about attending our institution especially if they are African Americans. Claflin 

University is located in the historical city of Orangeburg, South Carolina on 400 Magnolia Street. See 

you on campus!  
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Get to know your officials! Come to SAB and 
SGA Campus Events 
By: Roderick Rolland

Every year, Claflin University through its student activity board (SAB) and Student Government 

Association (SGA), puts on events on campus which some are used for student election campaigning. 

Competitions, good food, music, and dancing are some are the activities that take place at these 

events. 

Our student organization, also known as Student 

Activity Board (SAB) are hosting a talent show 

that will take place in the W.V. Middleton Fine 

Arts Center, in the building's auditorium. The 

talent show is scheduled for March 23rd. This is a 

fantastic opportunity for students to learn more 

about your fellow peers and see them showcase 

their talents. There will be three winners who will 

take home cash prizes for their talents. The third-

place winner will receive twenty-five dollars, the 

second-place winner will receive fifty dollars and 

the first-place winner will receive seventy-five 

dollars.  

The SAB will also be hosting a drip or drown meltdown this Friday, March 25th at the SRC Quad. 

This is a fantastic opportunity for students to come out and enjoy Claflin’s wonderful Fish Friday. 

Students should be in their best dress and outfits, as well. With the school year winding down, this is 

one of the many events that the SAB has planned to finish the school year out strongly. 

There will be another important Meltdown Wednesday, March 30th. This event will be held on Fried 

chicken Wednesday. I would not want to miss this meltdown, mainly because the Omega Psi Phi and 

Alpha Phi Alpha are holding their probates the same week on Monday and Tuesday. This is an event-

filled week for our on-campus fraternities because the members of Phi Beta Sigma are also hosting 

their probate that Friday, April 1st. There will be nothing short of enjoyment; there will be music, 

dancing, pictures, strolling, and people packed all around the quad and café.  

Students, pay close attention! The events, meltdowns, and those hosting them are going to be some of 

the candidates for this year’s SGA and SAB election. Campaigning will begin on Sunday, April 3rd, 

and will continue through the entire week from Sunday to Sunday. We will finally get to see who is 

running for which office and get to see the wonderful candidates, their speeches, and campaigns. After 

the campaign week, the SGA president will announce the winners of each office of SGA and SAB at 

the Meltdown on April 13th. See? The Claflin University’s campus is not as boring as some may 

think. Get out of your dorms and come participate 
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In which ways are you planning to utilize the 
new Student Center?  
By: Students from MCOM 102 class.  

Kofi Springs: I plan to spend a lot of time in the new student center because student leader offices 

will be in there. I also plan to use the new student center for food!!! 

Cheyenne Chambers: I plan to utilize the new student center by going to the movie theater, often. I 

love the cinema, and one of my favorite past times is going to the movies. I love that Claflin 

University is giving students and the community a center with a movie theater, which Orangeburg is 

in much need of.  

Trevaughn Thomas:  I’m planning on using the student center for the dinner options especially 

Chick-fil-a. I am also planning to go to the movie theater and use the center to hang out and study. 

Roderick Rolland: The new student center is coming! I will use it as an opportunity to grab a bite to 

eat and chill with some friends while watching movies in the movie theater and playing in the game 

room. Also, I’m using the new center to complete my classwork in their study rooms. It would be a 

second home for me. 

Christopher Evans: My plan for the new student center includes connecting with other students. I 

want to widen my circle of friends. I say this because I want to get out more and the new center will 

give me a chance to do so. Also, I plan to go to Chick-fil-a frequently because I love Chick-fil-a.  

Zynea Williams: I can already see the new student center becoming my new favorite spot on campus. 

It will most definitely become a hangout spot for my friends and I, as well as a place to get a few of 

my assignments done. Since it will have restaurants and a movie theater, I can plan a whole fun day in 

the student center. After watching a movie, I could get a quick bite to eat and head to the game room. 

The possibilities are endless. I am so appreciative that it is being built for students to simply enjoy.  
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What are your thoughts about Will Smith’s 10 
year Oscar Suspension sentence?  
By: Malcolm Gamble, Roderick Rollard, Zynea Williams, Lazarus McCray, Christopher Evans, Trinity Fierce.

Malcolm Gamble: I contend that Will Smith’s 10-year sentence was necessary. What Smith did was 

simply unacceptable in the professional realm. I feel like The Oscars did what was expected of them. 

In an attempt to uphold their brand and image as well, I do believe the move was political.  

Christopher Evans: In my opinion, I think that he deserves the suspension. There is no place at the 

Oscars to smack someone on national television. If he felt that there should have been consequences 

for his joke against his wife, he should have discussed it with him off camera and off stage. I feel his 

wife Jada should feel responsible, as well. I think that if she didn’t make Will feel like he needed to do 

that, his career would still be intact.  

Roderick Rolland: Will Smith has been banned from the Oscars for 10 years. This is a good move by 

The Oscars, but it puts Will Smith in a tough situation. The Oscars have an image and business to 

uphold, making millions of dollars. But it is no one's fault but Will Smith’s because he stepped out of 

line when he slapped Chris Rock. I understand why the punishment was that severe because they get 

paid for what they are and their image and reputation have a dollar sign attached to them. At the end 

of the day, The Oscars are a business and people are going to do what they need to do to defend their 

image.   

Zynea Williams: I believe that a decade is indeed a long time. I do not think that the crime matches 

the punishment. However, The Oscars are held responsible for what happens on their show, especially 

since it was on live television broadcasted internationally.    

Lazarus McCray: After slapping famous actor and comedian Chris Rock at The Oscars, Will Smith 

has now been suspended from the award show for 10 years. While I think some form of punishment 

or consequence is necessary, I feel that a 10 year suspension is a little absurd. The idea of maybe 

charging Will Smith a fine or even banning his absence from next year’s Oscars shouldn’t have been 

enough. We all know that this incident is not indicative of Will Smith’s true character. I hope this 

suspension is rescinded. 

Trinity Fierce: I believe that Will Smith’s punishment was a bit extreme but what he did is not okay. 

There were several other ways the situation on stage could have been handled. I think that Jada 

Pinkett-Smith is the antagonist of this entire story. As the situation occurred, she didn’t try to calm 

down Will down. She just let him embarrass himself in front of millions of viewers and also his peers. 

The Smiths could’ve done a better job at handling this situation as a whole.  

Don’t forget to like, subscribe and share your content on YouTube —  The Ask Project,” a faculty 

initiative, student driven production about answering Claflin and Life’s most interesting questions. 

Thumbs up! Dr. A and students appreciate your efforts. Also, like, subscribe, share and comment on 

our new Instagram, TikTok and Twitter pages at @claflincomm. 
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Goodbye COVID: Let’s bring back CU Culture  
By: Malcolm Gamble

Upon entering college, there are expectations a college student has. The same can be said for 

freshman entering Claflin University. High academics, professional development, camaraderie, and 

that Claflin Confidence.  

Claflin University on paper is the illustrious university that it claims to be. Claflin is the oldest HBCU 

in South Carolina and according to the magazine US News and World Report, Claflin University 

ranks 10th in this year’s Best National HBCUs 

ranking. We are the only HBCU in South 

Carolina to be on that list! Claflin does a 

great job of keeping up the school’s look, 

including its landscaping, campus 

maintenance, and its professional social 

media content sharing. If only that was 

enough to keep two thousand students 

happy… 

Culture, in any instance, is very difficult to 

write about.  At least for this writer.  Culture 

by definition is really the heart and general 

make-up of an institution.  The reality is that 

there are so many parts to this ever-evolving 

thing.  

Covid-19 really took a toll on the culture of 

Hilltop High because of the COVID 

lockdown and separation. Our school’s 

culture was such a close-knit group but the 

pandemic forced us to separate from everyone and everything we knew and love. Classes were 

delivered online, we wore (and still wear) masks in all buildings we go in, and every building now 

follows social distance protocols. The pandemic also created a feeling of wanting to be in the room 

and a lack of effort to handle business, a concept foreign to the previous Claflin culture.   

Being that two groups of freshman have come in during the pandemic, they are attending a school 

with no idea of what its culture used to be. 

We need to bring back that Claflin Pride! People fell in love with our institution because of our 

prideful small family atmosphere. Now, students drag the institution’s mistakes on social media, 

students compare our school to other schools that peers may go to, and students rarely show up to 

school’s sponsored events. This is not in alignment with the Claflin Culture of old. It seems that new 

students’ actions, highlight and displays how less comfortable people are with being themselves at 

events outside of the classroom. Some people will not even dance to music anymore because nobody 
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wants to be seen as doing too much. People will walk by you and act like they are on their phones just 

to not talk to you. This writer sees a climate shift in the culture of our beloved institution. 

Barack Obama once said, “Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time.  

We are the ones we have been waiting for.” Claflin University students should be walking with their 

heads held high and chest poking out because we are black excellence, This is Claflin!  

The amount of talent that exists at our institution is astronomically high. Our students should not be 

scared to talk to one another no matter how a person’s social media status is. We have to not only 

learn how to navigate Claflin academically but socially in the “new” economy!  Students must be 

again taught how important it is to support each other.  Let’s go to the SGA and SAB events that they 

work so hard to put together. Say hello to people when they are walking by. Promote Claflin on your 

social media! Be unique and bring Claflin Culture back! Let us claim back our culture today not 

tomorrow. No Cap. 

I’m Proud of you all. Dr. A 
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